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Abstract

In 2021, the Nishikyushu University and the Saga Prefectural Board of Education signed a part-
nership agreement. The “Educational Volunteer Program at Special Needs Schools” was implemented,
with 88 students who wished to become teachers participating. While many schools restrict the accep-
tance of volunteers from outside to prevent the spread of COVID-19, three special needs schools ac-
cepted student volunteers. The accepted schools generally responded favorably to the program and
expressed a desire to continue accepting educational volunteers from the next year onwards. Partici-
pating students made the following comments: (1) I was able to learn more about the duties of teachers
at special needs schools. (2) Each child had a different level of disability, and they were not sure what
kind of support to provide, but they learned that it is important to “notice” and “be close to” children
who have “difficulties”. (3) I was worried about contacting children with disabilities for the first time,
but with support from the teachers in charge, I was able to have a valuable experience with the sup-
port of the teacher in charge.
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